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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ESl Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim (s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) \Z\ Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 17 March 2001 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)E3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1) |El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) EH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 


4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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1 . A substitute specification excluding the claims is required pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 1 25(a) 
because the sections of the specification submitted 6/21/01 are presented out of order, i.e. the 
"Brief Description of Drawings" section (sheet "12 of 44" in applicant's submission) should 
appear just before the "Description of Preferred Embodiment" section (which starts with sheet 
"23 of 44" in applicant's submission); note item (g) in the list below. In other words, the page 
numbers of the specification submitted 6/21/01 should be re-ordered so that the various parts of 
the specification are in proper order. 

A substitute specification filed under 37 CFR 1.125(a) must only contain subject matter 
from the original specification and any previously entered amendment under 37 CFR 1.121. If 
the substitute specification contains additional subject matter not of record, the substitute 
specification must be filed under 37 CFR 1.125(b) and (c). 


The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout for the specification of a utility 
application. These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 

As provided in 37 CFR 1.77(b), the specification of a utility application should include 
the following sections in order . Each of the lettered items should appear in upper case, without 
underlining or bold type, as a section heading. If no text follows the section heading, the phrase 
"Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) TITLE OF THE INVENTION. 

(b) CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS . 

(c) STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH OR 

DEVELOPMENT. 

(d) INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A 

COMPACT DISC (See 37 CFR 1.52(e)(5) and MPEP 608.05. Computer program 
listings (37 CFR 1.96(c)), "Sequence Listings" (37 CFR 1.821(c)), and tables 
having more than 50 pages of text are permitted to be submitted on compact 
discs.) or 

REFERENCE TO A "MICROFICHE APPENDIX" (See MPEP § 608.05(a). 
"Microfiche Appendices" were accepted by the Office until March 1, 2001.) 

(e) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION. 

(1) Field of the Invention. 

(2) Description of Related Art including information disclosed under 37 CFR 1.97 
and 1.98. 

(f) BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION. 
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(g) BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S). 

(h) DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION. 

(i) CLAIM OR CLAIMS (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(k) SEQUENCE LISTING (See MPEP § 2424 and 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. A "Sequence 
Listing" is required on paper if the application discloses a nucleotide or amino 
acid sequence as defined in 37 CFR 1.821(a) and if the required "Sequence 
Listing" is not submitted as an electronic document on compact disc). 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "additional electric switching 
means" of claim 4, lines 6-7; claim 10, line 5; claim 13, line 33; and claim 19, line 5, must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The recitation on the last 4 lines of claim 1, regarding how the "receiving means" (i.e., 
magnetic switch 14) operates to control the "selected mode' 1 of the overall device, is vaguely 
worded and/or indefinite for the following reasons: 

1) It does not appear to be literally true (based on the specification and drawings) that the 
receiving means 14 (magnetic switch) can "activate and deactivate" the chime/delay alarm 
modes electric switching means (i.e. slide switch 16, described as manually actuated in the 
specification); rather, the switch means 16 is used manually to control the "mode" (chime or 
delay-alarm), and the receiving means 14 simply causes the alarm 18 to turn on or off based on 
the "mode" manually set by the switch means 16. 
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2) It is unclear whether there is intended to be a one-to-one correspondence between the 
terms "activate" and "deactivate" (in the phrase "automatically activate and deactivate said 
'chime'/'delay alarm 1 modes electric switching means") and the terms "opening" and "closing" (in 
the phrase "responsive to the opening and closing of said door"); i.e., it appears to be recited that 
"opening" the door always results in "activation" per se (of the alarms or modes), and "closing" 
the door always results in "deactivation" per se (of the alarms or modes). 

3) The phrase "the selected mode" lacks clear antecedent basis, i.e. there is no prior 
recitation of a mode being "selected" per se , and it is unclear if the phrase in parentheses ("i.e. 
? chime' or 'delay alarm' mode") necessarily relates to, and/or completely defines, the possible 
"selected" modes. 

Also, the corresponding language in claim 7, lines 16-19 is likewise vaguely worded 
and/or indefinite. 

In claim 3, lines 16-19, " causing a pre-set entry delay time means of said electric circuit 
logic means to cause said 'delay alarm' operational mode of said 'chime'/'delay alarm' electric 
switching means to be responsive to the opening of said door. . ." is vaguely worded in view of 
the multiple uses of "cause" (or "causing"), i.e. it is unclear how (or whether) operation of the 
magnetically actuated switch (see line 1 1) directly or indirectly affects (or triggers) these various 
functions. 

Also, the corresponding language in claim 9, lines 15-17, and claim 18, lines 17-20, is 
likewise vaguely worded and/or indefinite. 

In claim 6, line 2, "visual and manual functional testing means" is vaguely worded, i.e. 
the nature of the element(s) being implicitly defined with respect to a "testing means" (e.g., 
switches, indicators, etc), by the terms "visual", "manual" and "functional", cannot be 
determined. 

Also, the corresponding language in claim 12, line 2; claim 15, lines 3-4; and claim 20, 
line 4, is likewise vaguely worded. 


Application/Control Number: 09/811,134 
Art Unit: 2632 


Page 5 


In claim 2, line 10, it appears that before "electric" should be inserted -said-- (note that 
there is a previous recitation of 'electric power supply means" at claim 1, line 6). 

In claim 4, line 4, it appears that --is- or -are- should be inserted after "light flashing 
means". 

In claim 4, line 6, it appears that "cooperating" should be -cooperates-. 
In claim 6, last line, it is unclear what other element "includes" the independent power 
supply means. 

In claim 7, line 22, "there through" should be one word. 

In claim 7, lines 26-27, "said printed circuit board. . . cooperating with 'On' and 'Off power 
electric switching means cooperating with electric circuit logic means" is vaguely worded in 
view of the multiple uses of "cooperating with", i.e. it is unclear whether just the 'OnV'Off 
switching means, or both the printed circuit board and the 'OnV'Off switching means, "cooperate 
with" the electric circuit logic means. 

In claim 9, lines 13-14, it appears that "the 'armed' condition" should be -an 'armed' 
condition-, since it does not appear that such a condition of the '"delay alarm' operational mode" 
was previously recited. 

In claim 10, line 2, "Said" should be -said-. 

In claim 13, line 14, it appears that before "chime" should be inserted -said- (note that 
there is a previous recitation of " 'chime V f delay alarm' modes electric switching means" on line 4). 

In claim 13, the relationship between the "instant lock-alarm mode" (see parts (a) and (c)) 
and the "mechanical deadbolt locking mode" (see part (e)) is unclear; i.e., although these terms 
define separate "modes" in the claims, they appear to refer to the same disclosed "mode". 

In claim 13, next-to-last line, "said 'delay alarm' means" lacks clear antecedent basis 
(there is a prior recitation of '"chime'/'delay alarm' modes electric switching means"-i.e., a 
switching means per se -but there does not appear to be a prior recitation of other components of 
the 'delay alarm' mode that would constitute '"delay alarm' means" per se) . 

In claim 16, line 9, it appears that "said electric power means" should be -said electric 
power supply means—. 

In claim 16, last 3 lines, " responsive to the manual selection of said 'chime'/'delay alarm' 
modes electric switching means (i.e. 'chime' or 'delay alarm' mode) responsive to the opening and 
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closing of said door" is vaguely worded in view of the multiple uses of "responsive to", i.e. it is 
unclear whether or not each of the recitations following this phrase pertain to the modes being 
"automatically effect(ed)" (line 16), or pertain to some other aspect of the device (e.g., actuating 
the alarm/chime means); and, it is further unclear if the phrase in parentheses ("i.e. 'chime' or 
! delay alarm 1 mode") necessarily relates to, and/or completely defines, the possible "manual(ly) 
select(ed)" modes. 

5. Claims 1-20 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The related Novotny patents US 4,123,752; US 5,268,671 ; and US Re. 35,638, are made 
of record. Lee et al (US 4,258,358) was cited in the Reissue and '671 patents. Beiswenger (US 
3,866,201), Maged (US 3,851,325), Lang et al (US 3,720,937) and Sosin et al (US 3,714,643) 
were cited in the 752 patent. Campman (US 3,896,427) and Lin (US 6,218,938) are cited to 
further show the state of the art. 

7. Acopyofthelatestversionof37CFR1.121 ("Manner of Making Amendments"), 1.125 
("Substitute Specification 1 ') and 1.126 ("Numbering of Claims") is provided for applicant's use. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Mullen, Jr. whose telephone number is 703-305-4382. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30 AM to 4 PM. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu, can be reached on (703) 308-6730. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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§§ 1.198 and 1.981, or to carry into effect a recom- 
mendation under § 1.196 or § 1.977. 

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959; 46 FR 29183, May 29, 
1981; para, (a) revised, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997; revised, 65 FR 14865, Mar. 20, 2000, 
effective May 29, 2000 (adopted as final, 65 FR 50092, 
Aug. 16, 2000); paras, (b) and (d) revised, 65 FR 76756, 
Dec. 7, 2000, effective Feb. 5, 2001] 


§ 1.117 [Reserved] 

[Removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, 
effective Dec. 1, 1997] 


§ 1.118 [Reserved] 

[48 FR 2712, Jan. 20, 1983, effective Feb. 27, 1983; 
removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997] 


§ 1.119 [Reserved] 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; removed and reserved, 
62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 1997] 


§ 1.121 Manner of making amendments in appli- 
cations. 

(a) Amendments in applications, other than 
reissue applications. Amendments in applications, 
other than reissue applications, are made by filing a 
paper, in compliance with § 1.52, directing that speci- 
fied amendments be made. 

(b) Specification. Amendments to the specifica- 
tion, other than the claims, computer listings (§ 1.96) 
and sequence listings (§ 1.825), must be made by add- 
ing, deleting or replacing a paragraph, by replacing a 
section, or by a substitute specification, in the manner 
specified in this section. 

(1) Amendment to delete, replace, or add a 
paragraph. Amendments to the specification, includ- 
ing amendment to a section heading or the title of the 
invention which are considered for amendment pur- 
poses to be an amendment of a paragraph, must be 
made by submitting: 

(i) An instruction, which unambiguously 
identifies the location, to delete one or more para- 
graphs of the specification, replace a paragraph with 


one or more replacement paragraphs, or add one or 
more paragraphs; 

(ii) The full text of any replacement para- 
graph with markings to show all the changes relative 
to the previous version of the paragraph. The text of 
any added subject matter must be shown by underlin- 
ing the added text. The text of any deleted matter must 
be shown by strike-through except that double brack- 
ets placed before and after the deleted characters may 
be used to show deletion of five or fewer consecutive 
characters. The text of any deleted subject matter 
must be shown by being placed within double brack- 
ets if strikethrough cannot be easily perceived; 

(iii) The full text of any added paragraphs 
without any underlining; and; 

(iv) The text of a paragraph to be deleted 
must not be presented with strike-through or placed 
within double brackets. The instruction to delete may 
identify a paragraph by its paragraph number or 
include a few words from the beginning, and end, of 
the paragraph, if needed for paragraph identification 
purposes. 

(2) Amendment by replacement section. If the 
sections of the specification contain section headings 
as provided in § 1.77(b), § 1.154(b), or § 1.163(c), 
amendments to the specification, other than the 
claims, may be made by submitting: 

(i) A reference to the section heading 
along with an instruction, which unambiguously iden- 
tifies the location, to delete that section of the specifi- 
cation and to replace such deleted section with a 
replacement section; and; 

(ii) A replacement section with markings 
to show all changes relative to the previous version of 
the section. The text of any added subject matter must 
be shown by underlining the added text. The text of 
any deleted matter must be shown by strike-through 
except that double brackets placed before and after the 
deleted characters may be used to show deletion of 
five or fewer consecutive characters. The text of any 
deleted subject matter must be shown by being placed 
within double brackets if strike-through cannot be 
easily perceived. 

(3) Amendment by substitute specification. 
The specification, other than the claims, may also be 
amended by submitting:: 

(i) An instruction to replace the specifica- 
tion; and 
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(ii) A substitute specification in compli- 
ance with §§ 1.125(b) and (c). 

(4) Reinstatement of previously deleted para- 
graph or section. A previously deleted paragraph or 
section may be reinstated only by a subsequent 
amendment adding the previously deleted paragraph 
or section. 

(5) Presentation in subsequent amendment 
document. Once a paragraph or section is amended in 
a first amendment document, the paragraph or section 
shall not be represented in a subsequent amendment 
document unless it is amended again or a substitute 
specification is provided. 

(c) Claims. Amendments to a claim must be 
made by rewriting the entire claim with all changes 
(e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this sub- 
section, except when the claim is being canceled. 
Each amendment document that includes a change to 
an existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or 
addition of a new claim, must include a complete list- 
ing of all claims ever presented, including the text of 
all pending and withdrawn claims, in the application. 
The claim listing, including the text of the claims, in 
the amendment document will serve to replace all 
prior versions of the claims, in the application. In the 
claim listing, the status of every claim must be indi- 
cated after its claim number by using one of the fol- 
lowing identifiers in a parenthetical expression: 
(Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (With- 
drawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not 
entered). 

(1) Claim listing. All of the claims presented 
in a claim listing shall be presented in ascending 
numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same 
status of "canceled" or "not entered" may be aggre- 
gated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1-5 (can- 
celed)). The claim listing shall commence on a 
separate sheet of the amendment document and the 
sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims 
shall not contain any other part of the amendment. 

(2) When claim text with markings is 
required. All claims being currently amended in an 
amendment paper shall be presented in the claim list- 
ing, indicate a status of "currently amended," and be 
submitted with markings to indicate the changes that 
have been made relative to the immediate prior ver- 
sion of the claims. The text of any added subject mat- 
ter must be shown by underlining the added text. The 


text of any deleted matter must be shown by strike- 
through except that double brackets placed before and 
after the deleted characters may be used to show dele- 
tion of five or fewer consecutive characters. The text 
of any deleted subject matter must be shown by being 
placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot 
be easily perceived. Only claims having the status of 
"currently amended," or "withdrawn" if also being 
amended, shall include markings. If a withdrawn 
claim is currently amended, its status in the claim list- 
ing may be identified as "withdrawn— currently 
amended." 

(3) When claim text in clean version is 
required. The text of all pending claims not being cur- 
rently amended shall be presented in the claim listing 
in clean version, i.e., without any markings in the pre- 
sentation of text. The presentation of a clean version 
of any claim having the status of "original," "with- 
drawn" or "previously presented" will constitute an 
assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version, except to omit markings that 
may have been present in the immediate prior version 
of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previ- 
ously presented." Any claim added by amendment 
must be indicated with the status of "new" and pre- 
sented in clean version, i.e., without any underlining. 

(4) When claim text shall not be presented; 
canceling a claim. 

(i) No claim text shall be presented for 
any claim in the claim listing with the status of "can- 
celed" or "not entered." 

(ii) Cancellation of a claim shall be 
effected by an instruction to cancel a particular claim 
number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim 
listing as "canceled" will constitute an instruction to 
cancel the claim. 

(5) Reinstatement of previously canceled 
claim. A claim which was previously canceled may be 
reinstated only by adding the claim as a "new" claim 
with a new claim number. 

(d) Drawings. One or more application draw- 
ings shall be amended in the following manner: Any 
changes to an application drawing must be in compli- 
ance with § 1.84 and must be submitted on a replace- 
ment sheet of drawings which shall be an attachment 
to the amendment document and, in the header, 
labeled "Replacement Sheet." Any replacement sheet 
of drawings shall include all of the figures appearing 
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on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even 
if only one figure is amended. All changes to the 
drawing(s) shall be explained, in detail, in either the 
drawing amendment or remarks section of the amend- 
ment paper. 

(1) A marked-up copy of any amended draw- 
ing figure, including annotations indicating the 
changes made, may be included. The marked-up copy 
must be clearly labeled as "Annotated Marked-up 
Drawings" and must be presented in the amendment 
or remarks section that explains the change to the 
drawings. 

(2) A marked-up copy of any amended draw- 
ing figure, including annotations indicating the 
changes made, must be provided when required by the 
examiner. 

(e) Disclosure consistency. The disclosure must 
be amended, when required by the Office, to correct 
inaccuracies of description and definition, and to 
secure substantial correspondence between the 
claims, the remainder of the specification, and the 
drawings. 

(f) No new matter. No amendment may intro- 
duce new matter into the disclosure of an application. 

(g) Exception for examiner's amendments. 
Changes to the specification, including the claims, of 
an application made by the Office in an examiner's 
amendment may be made by specific instructions to 
insert or delete subject matter set forth in the exam- 
iner's amendment by identifying the precise point in 
the specification or the claim(s) where the insertion or 
deletion is to be made. Compliance with paragraphs 
(b)(1), (b)(2), or (c) of this section is not required. 

(h) Amendment sections. Each section of an 
amendment document (e.g., amendment to the claims, 
amendment to the specification, replacement draw- 
ings, and remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. 

(i) Amendments in reissue applications. Any 
amendment to the description and claims in reissue 
applications must be made in accordance with § 
1.173. 

(j) Amendments in reexamination proceedings. 
Any proposed amendment to the description and 
claims in patents involved in reexamination proceed- 
ings must be made in accordance with § 1.530. 

(k) Amendments in provisional applications. 
Amendments in provisional applications are not usu- 
ally made. If an amendment is made to a provisional 


application, however, it must comply with the provi- 
sions of this section. Any amendments to a provi- 
sional application shall be placed in the provisional 
application file but may not be entered. 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; 46 FR 29183, May 29, 
1981; para, (e), 49 FR 555, Jan. 4, 1984, effective Apr. 1, 
1984; revised, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 
1, 1997; revised, 65 FR 54604, Sept. 8, 2000, effective 
Nov. 7, 2000; para, (i) revised, 65 FR 76756, Dec. 7, 2000, 
effective Feb. 5, 2001; revised, 68 FR 38611, June 30, 
2003, effective July 30, 2003] 

§ 1.122 [Reserved] 

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959; para, (b), 49 FR 48416, 
Dec. 12, 1984, effective Feb. 11, 1985; removed and 
reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 
1997] 

§ 1.123 [Reserved] 

[48 FR 2712, Jan. 20, 1983, effective Feb. 27, 1983; 
49 FR 555, Jan. 4, 1984, effective Apr. 1, 1984; amended, 
58 FR 38719, July 20, 1993, effective Oct. 1, 1993; 
removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.124 [Reserved] 

[Removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct 10, 1997, 
effective Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.125 Substitute specification. 

(a) If the number or nature of the amendments 
or the legibility of the application papers renders it 
difficult to consider the application, or to arrange the 
papers for printing or copying, the Office may require 
the entire specification, including the claims, or any 
part thereof,, be rewritten. 

(b) Subject to § 1.312, a substitute specifica- 
tion, excluding the claims, may be filed at any point 
up to payment of the issue fee if it is accompanied by 
a statement that the substitute specification includes 
no new matter. 

(c) A substitute specification submitted under 
this section must be submitted with markings showing 
all the changes relative to the immediate prior version 
of the specification of record. The text of any added 
subject matter must be shown by underlining the 
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added text. The text of any deleted matter must be 
shown by strike-through except that double brackets 
placed before and after the deleted characters may be 
used to show deletion of five or fewer consecutive 
characters. The text of any deleted subject matter 
must be shown by being placed within double brack- 
ets if strike -through cannot be easily perceived. An 
accompanying clean version (without markings) must 
also be supplied. Numbering the paragraphs of the 
specification of record is not considered a change that 
must be shown pursuant to this paragraph. 

(d) A substitute specification under this section 
is not permitted in a reissue application or in a reex- 
amination proceeding. 

[48 FR 2712, Jan. 20, 1983, effective Feb. 27, 1983; 
revised, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 
1997; paras, (b)(2) and (c) revised, 65 FR 54604, Sept. 8, 
2000, effective Nov. 7, 2000; paras, (b) and (c) revised, 68 
FR 38611, June 30, 2003, effective July 30, 2003] 

§ 1.126 Numbering of claims. 

The original numbering of the claims must be pre- 
served throughout the prosecution. When claims are 
canceled the remaining claims must not be renum- 
bered. When claims are added, they must be num- 
bered by the applicant consecutively beginning with 
the number next following the highest numbered 
claim previously presented (whether entered or not). 
When the application is ready for allowance, the 
examiner, if necessary, will renumber the claims con- 
secutively in the order in which they appear or in such 
order as may have been requested by applicant. 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; revised, 62 FR 53131, 
Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.127 Petition from refusal to admit amend- 
ment. 

From the refusal of the primary examiner to admit 
an amendment, in whole or in part, a petition will lie 
to the Director under § 1.181. 

[Revised, 68 FR 14332, Mar. 25, 2003, effective May 
1,2003] 


§ 1.129 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

§ 1.129 Transitional procedures for limited 
examination after final rejection and 
restriction practice. 

(a) An applicant in an application, other than 
for reissue or a design patent, that has been pending 
for at least two years as of June 8, 1995, taking into 
account any reference made in such application to any 
earlier filed application under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 and 
365(c), is entitled to have a first submission entered 
and considered on the merits after final rejection 
under the following circumstances: The Office will 
consider such a submission, if the first submission and 
the fee set forth in § 1 . 17(r) are filed prior to the filing 
of an appeal brief and prior to abandonment of the 
application. The finality of the final rejection is auto- 
matically withdrawn upon the timely filing of the sub- 
mission and payment of the fee set forth in § 1.17(r). 
If a subsequent final rejection is made in the applica- 
tion, applicant is entitled to have a second submission 
entered and considered on the merits after the subse- 
quent final rejection under the following circum- 
stances: The Office will consider such a submission, 
if the second submission and a second fee set forth in 
§ L17(r) are filed prior to the filing of an appeal brief 
and prior to abandonment of the application. The 
finality of the subsequent final rejection is automati- 
cally withdrawn upon the timely filing of the submis- 
sion and payment of the second fee set forth in 
§ 1.1 7(r). Any submission filed after a final rejection 
made in an application subsequent to the fee set forth 
in § 1.1 7(r) having been twice paid will be treated as 
set forth in § 1.1 16. A submission as used in this para- 
graph includes, but is not limited to, an information 
disclosure statement, an amendment to the written 
description, claims or drawings and a new substantive 
argument or new evidence in support of patentability. 

(b) (1) In an application, other than for reissue or 
a design patent, that has been pending for at least 
three years as of June 8, 1995, taking into account any 
reference made in the application to any earlier filed 
application under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 and 365(c), no 
requirement for restriction or for the filing of divi- 
sional applications shall be made or maintained in the 
application after June 8, 1995, except where: 
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